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Project: Stable isotopes for evaluating micronutrient metal bioavailability 

Summary: In urban environments two of the most common metal contaminants are 

copper and zinc. In addition to being contaminants, these metals are regulated 

micronutrients in most organisms. Both have stable isotopes (65Cu and 68Zn) that are 

readily quantified and differentiated from the more abundant isotopes (63Cu and 66Zn) by 

modern instrumental techniques (ICP-MS).  
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