
 
 
 
 

W I N T E R 2 0 2 4 
 

GOLDEN MYSTERIES: 
AN EXPLORATION OF MYSTERY NOVELS FROM 

THE 1920'S & 1940'S 
 

Perhaps you like to relax by curling up with a cup of tea and reading a story about 
crime. Why exactly is murder and mayhem so popular and even relaxing to read 
about? 
The mystery genre is one of the most popular genres today, but it is relatively new. 
The f irst modern detective novels were published by Edgar Allan Poe in the 
nineteenth century, which ushered in a boom of mystery novels in America and the 
UK in subsequent years. In this class, we’ll study mystery novels of the 1920s 
through 1940s—including books by Arthur Conan Doyle and Agatha Christie; 
hardboiled crime novels; and Nancy Drew—and we’ll learn what made them so 
popular. The mystery genre is uniquely positioned to ref lect and address fears of 
the populace, so studying these novels gives us unique insight into what people 
cared about most when they were published. We will also examine why it’s so fun 
to read about horrible crimes and try to understand what we get out of it. 

 

YOUR INSTRUCTOR: BRITTNEY RAKOWSKI, PHD 
Dr. Brittney Rakowski is a Lecturer in the University College at the 
University of Oklahoma. Her research and teaching interests 
include twentieth-century American literature and film, gender 
studies, and rhetoric. 

 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 10TH THROUGH FEBRUARY 14TH 
11AM ALASKA | 12PM PACIFIC | 1PM MOUNTAIN | 2PM CENTRAL | 3PM EASTERN 

 

Live Discussion 1, Wednesday, January 10 
Live Discussion 2, Wednesday, January 17 
Live Discussion 3, Wednesday, January 24 

Live Discussion 4, Wednesday, January 31 
Live Discussion 5, Wednesday, February 7 
Live Discussion 6, Wednesday, February 14 

 

For more information contact: 

For course overview video, click here. 

https://vimeo.com/879502484
https://vimeo.com/879502484

